Introduced by Council Member Gaffney & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Anderson, Dennis, Crescimbeni & Love:
RESOLUTION 2015-712
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING WILLIAM W. “BILL” GAY FOR HIS NOTEWORTHY, WIDELY RECOGNIZED ACHIEVEMENTS IN IMPROVING JACKSONVILLE’S QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL OF ITS CITIZENS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
William W. Gay is the quintessential civic activist and benefactor; a genuine pillar of our community, he has given much; his philanthropy and good deeds have touched and improved the lives of many; his commitment to Jacksonville and its citizens has been monumental and all encompassing
; and

WHEREAS,
a native Floridian, Mr. Gay has been a resident of Jacksonville since 1939; he is a 1949 graduate of the University of Florida and served his country during World War II; in 1962, he organized his own company and is now the founder and Chief Executive Officer of W.W. Gay Mechanical Contractor, Inc.
; and

WHEREAS,
Mr. Gay’s altruism is reflected in the time he has committed to a broad range of civic service and leadership in a host of endeavors that include the YMCA Board, the Navy League of the United States, WJCT, the North Florida Council Boy Scouts of America, the Chamber of Commerce, Junior Achievement, City Rescue Mission, United Negro College Fund-Duval County, Jacksonville University, the Greater Jacksonville Fair Association, Ronald McDonald House, Shands Jacksonville and Prisoners of Christ to name but a few of his wide-ranging causes; and
WHEREAS,
the number of service recognitions that Mr. Gay has rightfully acquired over the years is legion and include a Paul Harris Fellow by Rotary International, Champion of Higher Independent Education Award by Bethune Cookman College, the Boy Scouts of America’s Silver Beaver Award, the National Conference of Christians and Jews Brotherhood Award, the  National Society to Prevent Blindness-Northeast Florida Chapter’s Man of Vision, an Honorary Doctorate Degree from Edward Waters College, the Jacksonville University Colonel Harry L. Kinne Free Enterprise Award, the God and Service Recognition Medal from Presbyterian Church (USA), the University of Florida School of Building Construction’s Distinguished Builder Award and countless other accolades; and

WHEREAS,
the legacy of W.W. “Bill” Gay is far more than a litany of awards and citations; Bill Gay has worked tirelessly to make Jacksonville a better community; he has generously and enthusiastically supported civic, educational, cultural and sporting institutions that have benefited the entire City and we  acknowledge those noble and selfless achievements; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City does hereby recognize and honor William W. “Bill” Gay for his noteworthy and widely recognized achievements in improving the quality of life for all of Jacksonville’s citizens and we wish him continued good health and Godspeed in the days ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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